Consequences of Adjudications and Findings of Guilt in Virginia for Juveniles

Grants, loans, and work study-The federal Higher Education Act of 1998 (P.L.I05-244) denies federal grants, loan, and work assistance to students convicted of drug-related offenses while they are receiving such federal financial aid. 

Employment-Applicants for home health care and nursing positions will be barred from those jobs for certain misdemeanor and felony convictions involving abuse and neglect and specific violent and sexual offenses. § 32.1-162.9:1. 

Sex Offender Registry-Juvenile sex offenders are included on the Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors Registry, which posts name, age, address, phone number, crimes, and photograph on the Internet. 

Voting-Virginia citizens who have been convicted of a felony are ineligible to vote unless their right to vote has been restored. Constitution of Virginia, Article 2, § 1. When a youth is convicted as an adult at age 14, he or she may never be allowed to vote. 

Military Duty-For an individual with anything on his or her record worse than a minor traffic or minor non-traffic offense, a secret security clearance cannot be obtained. This could affect acceptance of a juvenile for military service. See Chapter 4 of the U.S.. Army, Active and Reserve Components Enlistment Program Manual, AR 601-210, http://www.army.mil/usapa/epubs/pdflr601_210.pdf

HIV and hepatitis B and C testing-A person, including a juvenile, who has been convicted of certain crimes-sexual assault (which includes consensual but statuto​rily impermissive sex between minors), other offenses against children, or assault and battery where the complainant is exposed to bodily fluids-can be ordered to submit to testing for these diseases any time a subsequent complaining witness requests the test. 

Drug court unavailable to ''violent'' offenders-Juvenile offenders who previously have been adjudicated not innocent of a violent criminal offense within the preced​ing ten years are not eligible for participation in a drug treatment court established or continued in operation pursuant to Virginia Code § 19.2.297.1. (The definition of violent sometimes includes activities which do not involve threats or assaults.) 

Prior convictions affect future proceedings-Juvenile delinquency adjudications count as prior convictions when sentencing an adult for a felony conviction, in state and federal courts.  (Virginia Code § 19.2-295.1, United States Sentencing Guidelines §§4A1.1, 4A1.2(d)(2)).

Welfare and food stamps-People with felony drug convictions dated after 1996 are ineligible to receive welfare benefits and food stamps. §§ 63.1-25.2 and 63.1-86.1 

Public housing authorities- Residence in public housing can be banned. In some cases, this ban can affect a family's housing if the family accepts the juvenile back

Possession or transportation of firearms-Convicted felons cannot carry stun weapons,

explosives or concealed weapons. If they were aged fourteen or older when adjudicated delinquent for a juvenile felony, they cannot obtain a weapon until age twenty-nine.  This is one of the most significant changes which exclude young adults from military service. § 18.2-308.2. If a person violates the ban after being adjudi​cated delinquent for a serious felony-murder, kidnapping, armed robbery or rape - the ban is extended to a lifetime. 

Immigration-The conviction of a juvenile as an adult in a criminal court may result in deportation. Matter of G.M., supra; Morasch v. INS, 363 F.2d 30 (9th Cir ..1966) 

Foster care or adoption-Juvenile convictions and adjudications that would have constituted a felony if committed by an adult are considered felonies for the purpose of barring eligibility for becoming a foster and adoptive parent. An applicant with one misdemeanor assault and battery conviction not involving "moral turpitude;' abuse, or neglect may adopt or foster if ten years have elapsed since the conviction. § 63.1-198.1 .
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