CHILD IN NEED OF SUPERVISION

(CHINS)

VIOLATION OF A CHINS COURT ORDER


A Child in Need of Supervision (CHINS) is a child

*who is habitually and without justification absent from school or 

*who, without reasonable cause and without the consent of his/her custodian or parent, remains away from home on more than one occasion.

(For a more complete definition, see Section 16.1-228 of the Code of Virginia)


A child who is charged as a CHINS has a right to have an attorney.  If the child cannot afford an attorney, the parents can hire an attorney for the child or the Court can appoint an attorney for the child.


If a child is found to be a CHINS, the case will be referred to a committee or team (FAP Team or School Truancy Team) that will review the case and prepare a plan that will help the child be successful in school or in the home.  The parents and child will have an opportunity to be involved in the preparation of the plan.  This plan may require the child, the parent, the school and/or the community to do certain things.  The plan will be forwarded to the Court and the Court may modify the plan.  Once the plan is approved by the Court, the Court will order everyone to do what is set forth in the plan.


If a child, having been ordered to attend school and/or comply with a plan, misses more school time, leaves home again or does not comply with the plan, the child can be charged with Violation of a CHINS Court Order.  Usually this requires that a new petition be filed against the child, with a new first call to see if the child wants a lawyer, but not always.


*A child who is found to be a CHINS can be placed on probation, in foster care or in the custody of a relative.


*A child who violates a CHINS order can be placed on probation, in foster care, in the custody of a relative or can be given time to serve in juvenile jail.


*A parent who violates a CHINS order can receive up to 12 months in jail.
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